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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

072985 011106Z/14 

R 311704Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1752 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
USINT HAVANA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 5958 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, SO, ET 

SUBJECT: MISSION OF SPECIAL EMISSARY TO SOMALIA 

REF: STATE 81714 

WE BRIEFED MFA DIRECTOR FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS RACHELE 
MARCH 31 ON MISSION OF SPECIAL EMISSARY. RACHELE SAID THAT 
ITALIAN REACTION TO MOOSE TRIP WAS "VERY POSITIVE." MFA 
BELIEVES THAT SIAD BARRE IS AT CROSSROADS AND MUST CHOOSE 
BETWEEN TWO BASICALLY UNPALATABLE ALTERNATIVES; EITHER TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ROME 05958 010702Z 

RENOUNCE CLAIMS TO PROTECT ETHNIC SOMALIS IN OTHER COUNTRIES 
AND THUS OBTAIN WESTERN SUPPORT OR PUBLICLY ADMIT 
TO MISTAKE IN KICKING OUT SOVIETS. ITALIANS THEREFORE 
FAVOR ANY SUPPORT. MATERIAL OR MORAL, WHICH WESTERN 
COUNTRIES CAN GIVE TO SIAD. SPECIAL EMISSARY MOOSE 
GAVE SOMALIS CAUSE TO HOPE FOR BOTH, AND THIS MAY 
HELP TIP BALANCE IN WEST’S FAVOR. GARDNER 
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